Synonyms task - Group
John Munro

Administer the set of words below to a group of students.   Say to the group:  I am going to say some words.  After I say each word, I want you to think of another word that says the same thing.  I would like you to write the word you think of.    You can take as long as you need.  This is not a spelling test.   If you are not sure of how to spell a word, just write down how you think it is spelt.   In this task it doesn’t matter if you write words incorrectly. 

Go through the practice words below first.    Then read each of the target words and ask the group to say write word that ‘says the same thing’.    
After the group has responded, ask “Remember to think of any other words that mean the same as…? Now write down any other words you can think of that mean the same thing as … .”
Use the ‘Teacher’s Sheet’ to correct the students’ responses. The words in the second column are possible synonyms.   

DO NOT SAY ANY OF THE TARGET WORDS IN A SENTENCE.  SIMPLY SAY THE WORD.   REPEAT IT IF NECESSARY.

Practice:   Thin.  Write another word that says the same as thin.   Acceptable answers would be skinny or slim.   If the child gives a correct response, ask “Did you think of other words that also mean thin?” 
If some children hesitate, say “You could say skinny or slim.  Other words that say the same as thin are skinny or slim.  

Here is another word.   Dog.  Write another word that says the same as dog.  Acceptable answers would include puppy, hound, or terrier. If some children hesitate say “You could say puppy, hound, or terrier.  Other words that say the same as dog, puppy, hound, or terrier.

Here is another word.   Slide.  Write another word that means the same as slide. Acceptable answers would be slip or skid.   Repeat the instructions above.

Here is another word.   Talk. Write another word that means the same as talk. Acceptable answers would be speak, natter, chat or say.   Repeat the instructions above.

Instruction:   Now have a go at each of these words.  I will say a word and I want you to write another word that says the same thing.   You can take as long as you want.  If you don’t hear a word that I say the first time, just tell me and I will say it again.   
	
	Practice word
	Possible correct responses

	1. 
	thin
	skinny or slim

	2. 
	dog
	puppy,  hound, or terrier.

	3. 
	slide
	slip or skid

	4. 
	talk
	speak,  natter,  chat say
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Synonyms task:  Target words and possible responses
Teacher’s Sheet
	Target word
	Possible correct responses

	1. 
	small
	tiny,  little,  wee, mini, miniature, short, shrimp, slight, stunted, teensy, minor,  trifling

	2. 
	fast
	quick, rapid, brisk, snappy, 
speedy, hasty, swift

	3. 
	old
	aged, ancient, elderly, experienced, geriatric, senior, veteran, outdated, stale

	4. 
	leave
	go,  clear out,  scram,  stop

	5. 
	car
	vehicle,   automobile, sedan

	6. 
	shoe 
	boot,  slipper, runners, sneaker

	7. 
	child
	boy,  girl,  infant,  tot,  babyyoungster, brat, kid, kiddie, toddler

	8. 
	fat
	rotund,  plump, overweight, burly, corpulent, obese, oversize, paunchy, portly, stout, blubbery, bulk, lard

	9. 
	walk
	stroll, amble, hike, march, pathway, amble, tramp

	10. 
	cat
	kitten,  moggy,  puss, leopard, lion, tabby

	11. 
	fatigued
	tired, all in, beat, exhausted, weary, worn-out, zonked, sapped

	12. 
	boat
	ship,  types of boats 

	13. 
	clean
	neat,  tidy, clear, flawless,  trim, sparkling

	14. 
	sick
	ill, unhealthy, unwell, weak, queasy, diseased,

	15. 
	tiger
	cat cheetah, cougar, jaguar, leopard, lion, panther

	16. 
	engine
	motor machine, apparatus, appliance, gadget

	17. 
	ignore
	disregard,   avoid, cut, neglect, omit, overlook,  reject

	18. 
	precious  
	expensive,  dear, prized, treasured, valued, invaluable, prized

	19. 
	angry
	mad, irate,  crazy, cross,  out/enraged, fiery, fuming, furious, storming

	20. 
	hit
	slap,  strike,  punch, bat, smack, smash, sock, swipe, success,  achievement, triumph

	21. 
	give
	donate,  provide,  contribute, dole out

	22. 
	stop
	prevent, bar, impede,  halt, end, block, close, finish, terminate, rest, still

	23. 
	cage
	pen, cell, prison, enclosure,  coop, cavity, chest 

	24. 
	adolescent
	teenager, immature, juvenile, youthful, minor

	25. 
	station
	terminus,  headquarters,  stop, base, depot, terminal

	26. 
	release 
	free, liberate,  acquit, let go 

	27. 
	flow
	run,  move,    drift, ooze, stream, abound, progress

	28. 
	liberate
	free, let out,  loosen, release

	29. 
	a building
	a construction,  edifice, home, house, dwelling, structure
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Synonyms Task:  Student Form

Student name: _______________________________  Grade: ____________   Date: __________
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Scoring

Two scores are allocated to each synonym; (1) whether the child gives one response that is correct  - either 1 or 0 and (2) when the child gives more than one response,  the number of additional responses that are correct. 
